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The  Epistle  from  the  Yearly  Meeting,  held  in  London,  hy  adjourn¬ 
ments,  from  the  2.\st  of  the  fifth  Month,  to  the  30th  of  the  same, 

inclusive,  1817.  To  the  (Quarterly  and  Monthly  Meetings  of 

Friends,  in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere. 

Dear  Friends, 

The  love  of  our  Heavenly  Father  has  prevailed  in  this  our  an¬ 
nual  assembly.  It  has  united  us  in  the  fellowship  of  the  Gospel, 
and  has  extended  to  our  dear  absent  brethren.  Under  this  influ¬ 
ence,  our  confidence  has  been  renewed,  that  the  foundation  upon 
which  the  ri;^hte(jus  in  all  ages  have  built  their  faith  and  their 
hope,  is  forever  immutable.  Notwithstanding  our  own  infirmities, 
and  the  discouragements  which  surround  us,  we  have  felt  the  con¬ 
soling  persuasion  that  the  liord  is  still  mindful  of  us.  He  who  hath 
blessed  us  and  our  forefathers  with  many  tokens  of  his  Divine  re¬ 
gard,  is  yet  waiting  to  show  himself  gracious  ;  and  by  the  Spirit 
of  his  Son  is  calling  us  to  purity  of  heart,  and  to  holiness  in  all 
manner  of  conversation.  May  we  then  consider  the  sacred  duties 
which  devolve  upon  us  as  Christians;  the  awful  responsibility  we 
are  under  as  to  a  right  use  of  all  those  gifts  and  talents  with  w  hich 
.we  have  been  intrusted  ;  and  the  necessity  of  becoming  a  more 
spiritually  minded  people. 

In  turning  our  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Society  as  it  has 
been  now  laid  before  us,  the  proper  employment  of  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  the  day  more  particularly  set  apart  for  public  wor¬ 
ship,  is  a  subject  that  has  claimed  our  serious  attention.  It  is  no 
small  privilege  to  be  living  in  a  country  where  much  regard  is  paid 
to  this  duty,  and  it  highly  becomes  us  to  be  careful  that  our  exam¬ 
ple  in  this  respect  be  consistent  with  the  profession  we  make  to 
.the  world.  We  desire  that  heads  of  families,  and  our  younger 
friends  also,  may  closely  examine  whether  .they  are  sufiiriently  so¬ 
licitous  to  improve  that  portion  of  this  day  which  is  not  allotted  to 
the  great  duty  of  meeting  w  ith  their  friends  for  the  purpose  of  Di¬ 
vine  worship.  To  those  who  are  awakened  to  a  due  sense  of  the 
eternal  interests  of  the  soul — and  oh  !  that  this  were  the  case 
with  all — we  believe  that  these  intervals  have  often  proved  times 
of  much  religious  benefit.  Many  have  derived  great  increase  of 
strength  both  at  these  and  other  times,  from  retiring  to  wait  upon 
the  Lord ;  from  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  minds  turned  to 
their  Divine  Author,  in  desire  that  he  would  bless  them  to  their 
comfort  and  edification  ;  and  from  perusing  the  pious  lives  and  ex¬ 
periences  of  those  who  have  gone  before  them.  But  we  avoid 
prescribing  any  precise  line  of  conduct,  believing  that  if  the  atten* 
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fion  be  sincerely  turned  unto  the  Heavenly  Shepherd,  his  preserv¬ 
ing  help  and  guidance  will  not  be  withheld. 

Those  of  the  class  whom  we  have  just  been  addressing,  may 
sometimes  feel  that  their  faith  is  low,  when  about  to  attend  their 
meetings  in  the  course  of  the  week,  it  may  be,  under  great  out¬ 
ward  difficulties.  These  sacrifices  of  time,  and  opportunities  of 
withdrawing  from  worldly  cares,  have  been  blessed  to  many  ;  they 
have  proved,  in  seasons  of  deep  trial  and  discouragement,  times 
of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  The  waiting,  de¬ 
pendant  mind  has  thus  been  enabled  to  put  on  strength  to  perse¬ 
vere  in  the  Christian  course  ;  and  under  the  pressure  of  many 
troubles  and  perplexities,  to  experience  an  increase  of  faith  in  the 
merciful  and  omnipotent  care  of  our  great  Creator.  Be  encour¬ 
aged  then,  dear  friends,  not  to  neglect  your  meetings,  how’ever 
small ;  but  to  believe  that  by  a  diligent  attendance  of  them,  and  a 
right  engagement  of  mind  therein,  you  will  he  strengthened  to  fill 
up  your  stations  as  faithful  and  devoted  Christians. 

In  a  well-ordered  family,  short  opportunities  of  religious  retire¬ 
ment  frequently  occur,  in  which  the  mind  may  be  turned  in  secret 
aspiration  to  the  Author  of  all  our  blessings;  and  which  have  of¬ 
ten  proved  times  of  more  than  transient  benefit.  It  is  our  present 
concern  that  no  exception  to  this  practice  may  be  found  amongst 
us  ;  whether  it  take  place  on  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  tlie  sa¬ 
cred  volume,  or  when  we  are  assembled  to  partake  of  the  provis¬ 
ions  w  ith  which  we  are  supplied  for  the  sustenance  of  the  body. — 
On  these  latter  occasions,  may  the  hearts  of  our  young  friends  al¬ 
so  be  turned  in  gratitude  to  God,  who  thus  liberally  provides  for 
them.  May  the  experience  of  us  all  be  such,  that  we  can  adopt 
the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  “  Evening,  and  morning,  and  at  noon, 
will /I  pray.”  ^ 

In  our  last  year’s  epistle,  we  had  to  remark  the  failure  of  some 
of  our  members  in  paying  their  just  debts.  We  have  been  again 
deeply  pained  on  finding  that  some  disgraceful  cases  of  this  kind 
have  since  occurred.  Whilst  we  lament  the  condition  of  such  as 
have  thus  wounded  their  own  peace,  and  brought  condemnation  on 
themselves,  we  also  feel  very  tenderly  both  for  the  near  relatives 
of  these,  and  for  their  creditors  who  have  suffered  through  them. 
In  adverting  to  these  cases,  it  is  our  solicitude  that  the  misconduct 
of  those  to  whom  we  allude,  may  be  a  caution  to  others.  At  all 
times,  but  more  particularly  in  the  present  depressed  state  of  trade 
and  commerce,  it  will  be  very  useful  for  friends  frequently  to  in¬ 
spect  into  the  state  of  their  own  property,  to  keep  their  concerns 
within  proper  bounds,  and  so  to  confine  their  wants  w  ithin  the  lim¬ 
its  of  Christian  contentment,  that  should  any  unforeseen  reverses 
be  experienced,  they  may  look  back  with  feelings  of  conscious  in¬ 
tegrity.  And  we  would  especially  recommend  to  friends  of  dis¬ 
crimination  and  sound  judgment,  in  kindness  and  love,  to  watch 
over  their  brethren  for  good.  Great  advantages  would  result  from 
early,  repeated,  and  private  advice  to  young  tradesmen,  who  frow 
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temporary  success  and  inexperience  may  be  in  danger  of  exceed* 
ing  their  capital,  and  of  imprudently  extending  their  business. 

Our  sympathy  is  much  excited  for  those,  who  after  fair  pros- 
j  pects,  ha\e,  from  a  sudden  depreciation  of  property,  been  subjecl- 
I  cd  to  many  dithculties.  We  wish  kindly  to  encourage  such  of 
;*  these  as  have  it  still  within  their  power,  to  a  timely  contraction  of 
their  domestic  expenses.  And  W'e  desire  that  their  trials  may  be 
lightened  by  beholding  in  their  oflspring  a  disposition  to  industry 
and  economy,  and  a  udliingness  that  their  expectations  should  not 
exceed  those  limits  which  become  a  Christian  character  :  this  we 
I  believe  would  ultimately  tend  to  their  greatest  good.  Before  we 
quit  this  siibject,  we  would  remind  our  friends  of  the  former  ad- 
r  vice  of  this  meeting,  that  where  any  have  injured  others  in  their 
property,  the  greatest  frugality  should  be  observed  by  themselves 
I  and  their  families ;  and  although  they  may  have  a  legal  discharge 
l|  from  their  creditors,  both  equity  and  our  ('hristian  profession  de* 
I  mands  that  none,  when  they  have  it  in  their  power,  should  rest 
I  satisfied  until  a  just  restitution  be  made  to  those  w  ho  have  suffer- 
f  ed  by  them. 

j  The  amount  of  sufferings  reported  this  year,  for  tithes  and  other 
ecclesiastical  claims,  and  a  few  demands  of  a  military  nature,  is 
'  upwards  of  fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  pounds.  We  have 
received  epistles  from  all,  except  one,  of  the  Yearly  Meetings  on 
the  American  continent.  From  these  we  observe  with  pleasure, 
that  besides  a  watchful  care  to  support  the  testimonies  of  our  own 
Society,  our  brethren  beyond  the  .\tlantic  are  engaged  in  various 
acts  of  benevolence  for  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men. 

Dear  young  friends,  our  hearts  are  warmed  with  b)ve  to  you.' — 
We  desire  that  it  may  be  your  frequent  concern  to  seek  for  an  es¬ 
tablishment  on  the  only  sure  foundation,  and  to  wait  in  humble 
watchfulness  for  the  teachings  of  the  Heavenly  Instructor.  If 
conflicts  of  mind  should  attend  you,  and  prove  painful  and  humili¬ 
ating  in  their  nature,  this  is  no  cause  for  dismay.  Those  who  stea¬ 
dily  pursue  the  path  of  a  true  disciple,  will,  through  the  goodness 
of  the  Lord,  at  times  be  permitted  indubitably  to  feel  that  they 
are  the  objects  of  his  paternal  regard.  Thus  they  w  ill  have  cause 
to  acknowledge  the  great  benefit  of  patient  religious  exercise. — . 
I  They  will  from  their  own*  experience  know  an  increase  of  true 

i  faith  in  the  pow’er  and  perceptible  support  of  the  Holy  Spirit. — 

I  Ascribing  this  to  the  free  gift  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 

I  they  will  become  firmly  persuaded  that  the  tendering  power  of  Re- 

[  deeming  Love,  though  undervalued  by  too  many,  is  above  all 

I  things  precious.  We  are  consoled  in  the  belief,  that  the  feet  of 

many  of  our  beloved  young  friends  have  been  turned  into  this 
path.  And  it  is  our  earnest  desire,  that  neither  the  fear  of  man, 
the  offence  of  the  crass,  an  aversion  to  the  simplicity  of  the  truth, 
nor  the  activity  of  their  own  wills,  may  interrupt  their  progress; 
but  that  they  may,  through  the  unfoldings  pf  Divine  counsel, 
come  to  know  an  establishment  in  that  faith  which  giveth  tbe  vic- 
tPrv. 
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And,  dear  friends,  you  who  love  the  Truth,  and  who  arc  in  tlie 
vigor  of  life;  feeling  as  you  must,  the  many  blessings  of  wliieH' 
you  have  been  partakers,  and  the  privilege  it  is  to  be  employed,  in 
the  smallest  degree,  in  the  service  of  the  Lord,  let  it  be  your  con¬ 
cern  to  offer  your  hearts  to  his  disposal,  and,  under  his  sacred  gui¬ 
dance,  to  become  devoted  to  the  support  of  his  cause. 

May  our  dear  elder  brethren  and  sisters,  though  often’depressed 
on  various  accounts,  he,  continued  watchfulness  unto  prayer, 
endued  with  capacity  to  trust  in  God.  May  they  receive  that  Di¬ 
vine  support  which  will  enable  them  acceptably  to  endure  the  re¬ 
maining  trials  of  time  ;  and,  being  preserved  in  liveliness  and  meek¬ 
ness  of  spirit,  be  prepared  to  enter  into  rest  everlasting — Farewell. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Meeeting,  by 

WILLIAM  DILWORTH  CUEWDSON, 

Chrk  to  the  Meeting  this  Year, 


FROM  THE  CONNECTICUT  COURANT. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM  AT  HARTFORD 

EXHIBITION. 

• 

On  Thursday,  the  28th  ultimo,  the  preceptors  of  this  interest¬ 
ing  Institution  made  a  public  exhibition  of  the  attainments  of  their 
pupils.  It  was  held  in  the  brick  meeting-house  in  this  city,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Governor  and  both  houses  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly,  and  a  large  collection  of  people  of  both  sexes,  from  this  and 
the  neighboring  towns.  Under  the  care  of  the  Directors,  who 
have  ever  watched  over  the  interests  of  the  Asylum  with  pater¬ 
nal  solicitude  and  diligence,  a  , stage  was  prepared  for  the  pupils, 
with  the  necessary  accommodations  for  v\riting,  on  which  they 
were  ai ranged  with  their  respective  preceptors. 

The  two  houses  of  the  Legislature  adjourned  at  4  o’clock  and 
attended  at  the  meeting-house.  The  exercises  were  opened  w  ith 
prayer  hy  the  Rev.  Mr,  Flint.  Mr.Clerc,  one  of  the  instructors,  him¬ 
self  deaf  and  dumb,  then  presented  to  the  audience,  a  manuscripf, 
which,  by  gestures  perfectly  intelligible,  he  signified  was  an  address 
which  he  wished  to  make  them,  and  then  handed  it  to  Air.  Gallau- 
det,  the  principal  preceptor,  to  read.  Many  addresses  of  Mr.  C. 
have  been  published,  written  on  various  occasions ;  but  this  much 
exceeded  any  of  his  former  productions.  After  a  pertinent  intro¬ 
duction,  he  gave  an  account  of  the  origin  and  successive  progress 
of  the  system  of  instruction  now  pursued  for  the  education  of  tlie 
Deaf  and  Dumb ;  and  the  success  which  has  attended  all  well  di¬ 
rected  efforts  on  this  system,  even  surpassing  the  expectations  of  its 
ardent  patrons.  He  then  stated  the  nature  of  language  of  the  signs, 
which  being  drawn  from  natural  objects,  and  (he  spontaneous  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  human  mind,  must  he  precise  in  its  signification  and 
of  an  unlimited  extent.  While  the  extent  of  this  language  in- 
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creased  tHe  labour  of  the  learner,  it  would  mtike  thS  ^ttftinmeni 
the  more  valuable,  and  adequate  to  all  the  piitposes  of  hutiia’n  in¬ 
telligence.  He  then  observed  that  tlie  labor  of  acquiring  sdch  A 
language  must  t)e  greater  than  would  Be  requisite  for  one  of  hii 
aJidiehce  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  Greek  or  Latin,'  since  the^ 
were  already  possessed  of  one  languge  at  least,  arid  in  all  spOken 
languages  there  is  an  affinity.  Yet  he  suggested  a  modest  opinion 
tfwt  the  deaf  and  diimb  are  capable  of  as  rapid  progress  in  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  language,  as  is  generally  made  by  students  in  the  lear¬ 
ned  languages  in  our  colleges.  An  opinion,  in  which  the  most  of 
his  audience,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  exhibition,  could  fully 
concur.  The  Address  was  concluded  with  an  impressive  appeal 
to  the  audience,  in  behalf  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  our  state  and 
country;  and  the  importance  of  giving  them  such  an  education 
as  may  fit  them  for  usefulness  in  society,  and  for  endless  felicity  in 
the  erijoyment  of  their  God.  Mr.  Gallaudet  informed  the  audi¬ 
ence  that  the  Address  was  wholly  the  work  of  Mr.  CIcrc,  in  style, 
language,  and  expression.  This  Address  must  convince  every 
lienrer  of  the  attainments  of  which  the  deaf  and  dumb  are  capa¬ 
ble.  The  language  was  correct,  the  thoughts  interesting  and  use¬ 
ful,  the  reasoning  forcible,  while  it  evinced  a  knowledge  of  bul* 
country,  of  the  character,  ihanncrs,  and  common  maxims  of  the 
people,  which  could  hardly  be  expected  from  any  foreigner  that 
has  not  resided  longer  in  this  country  than  Mr.  Clerc — less  than 
two  years.  * 

A  class  of  the  yojinger  pupils  was  then  called  from  their  seats 
by  their  instructor,  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and  wrote  with  piomptitudf 
and  accuracy,  terms  and  expressions  which  he  dictated  by  signs. 
From  single  terms  they  proceeded  to  words  and  sentences  which 
evinced  a  combination  of  thought,  and  a  clear  possession  of  com¬ 
plex  ideas. 

The  second  class  exhibited  under  the  instruction  of  Mr.  Clerc. 
By  his  direction,  they  wrote  the  several  organs  of  sense,  described 
the  operation  of  those  organs,  and  the  effects  produced.  He  in¬ 
quired  of  them,  “  How  many  senses  are  there  They  wrote. 
Five.  He  next  inquired,  “How  may  senses  have  you  They 
answered;  Four.  An  answ’er  with  which  the  audience  could  not 
be  unaffected.  Various  questions  were  proposed  respecting  natur¬ 
al  objects,  ordinary  duties,  and  common  events,  to  which  their  an¬ 
swers  were  correct  and  highly  gratifying.  The  most  of  the. inqui¬ 
ries  were  of  a  serious  cast,  which  evinced  in  the  pupils  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  God,  and  the  first  principles  of  moral  truth.  3fr.  Clerc 
manifested  a  strong  apprehension  lest  his  audience  should  be  wea¬ 
ry,  and  dismissed  his  class  with  a  more  limited  performance  .than 
he  would  have  gladly  presented.  The  first  class,  consisting  of  five 
females  and  three  males,  w  ere  then  introduced  by  Mr.  Gallaudet, 
and  a  more  interesting  set  of  performers  never  appeared  on  any 
stage.  A  Roman  Consul  could  ascend  a  stage  and  exhibit  to  won¬ 
dering  multitudes  the  plunder  of  desolated  , countries.  Here  was 
*a  proof  to  every  feeling  heart,  that  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  our  race, 
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can  be  released  from  the  moral  and  intellectual  thraldom  of  ages 
and  be  brought  to  the  love  of  truth  and  the  enjoyment  of  social 
blessedness.  Passing  over  such  performances  us  were  exhibited 
by  the  other  classes,  this  class  was  directed  to  those  which  evin- 
ced,  in  the  fullest  manner,  the  powers  of  reasoning,  reflection,  and 
the  expression  of  their  thoughts.  They  would  describe  actions 
which  they  saw  witlmut  any  communication  of  expression.  The 
instructor  took  a  basket  of  fruit  and  bore  it  across  the  stage.  They 
WTOte  he  carries  the  fruit.  The  audience  were  informed  that  they 
could  express  an  action  in  the  diflerent  tenses  of  the  verb.  The 
instructor  made  signs  on  a  lemon  and  peach,  and  directed  them  tg 
the  pluperfect  tense’.  They  wrote  accordingly,  Ut  had  squeezed 
the  lemon  before  he  pared  the  peach.  And,  after  other  signs,  He  had 
written  the  book,  before  he  brushed  the  hat.  There  were  small  verb¬ 
al  diflferences  in  their  answers,  which  showed  that  they  did  not 
write  mechanically,  nor  by  concert.  They  did  not  look  at  the 
writings  of  each  other.  At  the  desire  of  Mr.  Gallaudet,  several 
<]ucstions  were  proposed  by  the  audience.  One  l»y  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Flint,  “  Where  do  we  go  when  we  die  ?”  One  answered,  fi'e 
to  heaven.  Another,  /Pc  fco  to  heaven  if  we  are  good.  Two  others, 
fVe  go  to  heaven  or  hell.  The  others  w’ere  similar.  A  question, 
proposed  by'  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lanman,  was,  “  Do  you  thank  God  for 
the  Bible  ?”  Some  wrote,  Jt'e  thank  God  for  the  Bible,  Others, 
We  do  thank  God  for  the  Bible,  Another,  lie  thank  God  for  the 
Bible  of  Jesus  Christ, 


SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

Extract  from  the  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  J\\w-York  Sunday 
School  Union  Society, presented  on  the  l^th  of  May,  1818. 

Y'ouu  Committee  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  an  increase  of 
six  schools  since  our  last  annual  meeting.  The  whole  number  is 
noAv  S4  schools,  conducted  by  50  superintendents  and  359  teach¬ 
ers.  The  number  of  scholars  on  the.  rolls  is  about  3500,  of  which 
£200  attend  with  great  regularity,  and  the  remainder  but  irregu^ 
larly,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes.  The  measures  which  have  re¬ 
cently  been  adopted  for  looking  after  the  delinquents  will,  your 
Committee  trust,  be  successful  in  persuading  them  to  a  more  con¬ 
stant  attendance. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  report,  that  the  visiting  commit- 
fee  which  could  he  hut  slightly  noticed  in  their  last  Annual  Report, 
have  increased  in  strength  and  efficiency.  The  number  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  engaged  in  this  most  interesting  employment,  is  32.  For 
mutual  encouragement  they  meet  every  Saturday  evening  at  each 
others’  houses,  when  they  communicate  whatever  is  important, 
and  give  the  combined  result  of  their  various  observations  on  the 
preceding  Sunday.  At  these  meetings  suggestions  for  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  Schools  generally  are  originated,  and  from  thence 
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communicated  to  your  Committee,  who  never  fail  to  adopt  such 
of  their  plans  as  they  deem  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 
For  the  last  sit  months  their  duty  has  been  more  arduous  than  or¬ 
dinary,  as  they  have  attended  to  examine  the  scholars  in  their 
Scripture  lessons,  and  in  the  distribution  of  certificates  for  good 
behavior;  in  hearing  the  number  of  chapters  or  verses  committed 
to  memory,  and  bestowing  the  rew  ards.  This,  though  laborious, 
has  been  to  the  visiting  committee  a  most  pleasing  duty.  It  has 
given  them  a  view  of  the  Sunday  School  system  in  its  best  form — 
its  most  glorious  fruit.  They  have  seen  that  precious  word  of  the 
living  God,  w  hich  at  first  w  as  hut  committed  to  memory  from  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  teachers,  at  length  fastened  on  the  heart,  and  rivet- 
ted  in  the  affections  of  the  pupil.  Your  committee  cannot  there¬ 
fore  but  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  visiting 
committee,  as  deserving  of  their  warmest  thanks:  nor  can  they 
dismiss  this  part  of  the  Report  without  remarking,  that  they  con¬ 
sider  it  no  small  proof  of  the  deep  interest  which  the  Sunday 
School  system  is  calculated  to  inspire,  that  so  many  gentlemen 
can  be  found,  enjoying  all  the  comforts  and  even  luxuries  of  life, 
men  engaged  also  in  the  activities  and  the  fatigues  of  business, 
during  six  days  in  the  week,  voluntarily  devoting  a  great  part  of 
the  seventh  to  the  investigation  of  the  moral  improvement  in  the 
Sunday  Schools.  Y  our  Committee  may  challenge  the  whole  re¬ 
cords  of  benevolent  exertions  to  produce  more  disinterested  and 
unostentatious  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  human  beings,  than  has 
been  produced  by  the  system  of  Sunday  Schools.  Y"our  Com¬ 
mittee,  in  order  to  give  more  force  to  the  general  plan,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  superintendents  and  teach¬ 
ers,  resolved  upon  dividing  the  city  into  12  distiicts.  To  each  dis¬ 
trict  has  been  assigned  two  or  more  schools,  according  to  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  district.  The  object  in  doing  this  w’as  two-fold  ;  to 
prevent  the  scholars  from  either  going  to  an  inconvenient  distance, 
or  changing  their  schools  at  their  own  pleasure  ;  but,  above  all,  to 
make  the  plan  of  visitation  from  the  teachers  more  efficient  by 
narrowing  its  boundaries,  and  enabling  them  to  devote  more  time 
to  the  collection  of  new  scholars.  So  far  as  this  new  regulation 
has  been  tried,  and  the  duties  of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  this 
more  irksome,  hut  very  important  employment,  have  been  faithful¬ 
ly  discharged,  the  good  effects  have  been  evident. 

Sensible  that  the  moral  effect  of  instruction  must  be  much  im¬ 
peded  by  rnalteiitive  and  irreligious  parents,  your  Committee  have 
been  led  to  adopt  a  plan  for  visiting  them  at  their  own  houses. — 
This,  however,  has  been  retarded  by  the  multiplied  duties  both  ot 
your  Committee  and  the  teachers — yet  it  has  not  been  neglected. 
The  parents  have,  in  numerous  instances,  been  visited  hy  those 
teachers  who,  nevtrieearUd  in  tvetl  doing,  have  devoted  the  intervals 
of  school  hours,  and  their  leisure  in  the  week,  to  this  benevolent 
object.  From  this  much  .good  has  resulted.  Parents  have  in 
most  instances  received  their  visits  with  gratitude  ;  have  evinced 
a  growing  attention  to,  and  a  more  earnest  concern  for  their  chil- 
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dreQ  ;  and,  as  the  natural  effect,  exhibit  an  injprovcincnt  in  their 
own  moral  conduct. 

Your  Committee  are  also  gratided  to  report,  that  the  discipline 
so  necessary,  and  yet  so  difllicult  to  establish  in  Sunday  Schools, 
has  much  improved  during  the  past  year.  The  utmost  order  and 
attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  superintendents  and  teachers  every 
where  appears.  This  regujarity  in  discipline  has  been  produced 
hj  kindness  alone.  Persuasion  forms  the  only  weapon  of  the 
Sunday  School  teacher,  and  it  has  been  found  albeffectual.  Even 
.the  most  obstinate  have  by  this  cause  been  subdued  ;  nor  have  in< 
stances  been  wanting  of  some  who  appeared  so  hardened  as  tp 
make  their  dismission  from  the  School  absolutely  necessary,  after¬ 
wards  returning,  and  emulating  the  most  orderly  in  their  future 
conduct. 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  your  Committee  as  much  as  possible 
to  interest  the  clergy  of  our  city  in  promoting  Sunday  School  in¬ 
struction.  They  have  looked  to  them  as  the  legitiipate  guardians 
of  the  morals  and  religion  of  our  unprotected  yo.utli.  Not  only 
has  their  co-operation  been  sought,  but  they  have  been  invited  to 
spend  at  least  one  hour  at  the  schools,  once  a  month,  in  examining 
the  pupils  respecting  tlieir  progress  in  religious  knowledge,  and  in 
giving  them  suitable  advice  on  those  subjects  connected  with  their 
present  and  eternal  w  elfare.  The  important  avocations,  however,  of 
many  of  the  clergy  have  been  such  as  to  prevent  a  compliance  w  ith 
the  request  of  your  Committee — and  the  Schools  consequently 
within  their  sphere  have  been  left  entirely  to  lay-instruction.  0.n 
the  other  hand,  several  of  the  most  respectable  pastors,  of  vari¬ 
ous  denominations,  have  not  only  from  their  respective  pulpits 
zealously  recommended  the  Sunday  Schools  as  fountains  of  pure 
morals,  and,of  genuine  religion,  but  have  devoted  much  time  in  visit¬ 
ing  the  Schools  themselves ;  and  in  imparting  that  spiritual  in¬ 
struction  w'bich  it  is  the  great  object  of  your  system  to  extend.-- 
Considering  the  weight  which  pious  ministers  miisl  always  have 
over  the  minds  of  youth,  and  the  numerous  instances  on  record  m 
the  good  which  has  flowed  from  their  labor  and  example,  your 
Committee  cannot  but  regret  that  the  Sunday  Schools  have  not 
had  more  of  their  personal  attention. 

One  great  feature  in  the  Sunday  School  system,  and  for  whidi 
it  has  throughout  been  distinguished,  is  the  attention  which  ha5 
been  paid  to  biblc  iivstruction.  Like  the  great  Bible  Society', 
which  it  preceded,  it  has  been  its  glory  to  bury  sect  in  its  solici¬ 
tude  to  make  knoivn  the  unadulterated  word  of  truth.  To  this 
duty  the  attention  of  your  Committee  has  been  particularly  cal¬ 
led;  and  with  feelings  of  affectionate  gratitude,  they  express  their 
thanks  for  the  uniform  and  zealous  manner  in  w  hich  their  plans 
have  been  carried  into  effect  by  the  superintendents  and  teachers. 

It  has  been  made  a  duty  of  those  scholars  who  could  read  the 
Bible,  to  commit  certain  portions  of  the  Scriptures  to  memory 
during  the  week,  and  repeat  them  either  to  the  teachers  or  visit¬ 
ors  on  Sunday.  -They  have  been  rewarded  by  a  ticket  valued  at 
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dne  cent  for  each  chapter  committed.  To  these  have  been  added 
punctual  attendance,  and  good  behavior  tickets,  .SO  of  which  en¬ 
titled  tile  holder  to  a  Testament,  and  75  to  a  Bible.  The  ambi¬ 
tion  which  has  been  excited,  and  the  signal  success  of  this  part 
of  the  system,  your  Committee  deem  it  to  be  their  duty,  as  it  is 
their  delight,  to  dwell  upon  for  a  few  moments. 

The  instances  are  too  numerous  to  be  all  noticed — but  a  feW 
shall  be  selected.  One  boy  committed  no  less  than  26  chapters 
in  the  course  of  four  weeks,  j,. This  may  be  considered  as  extraor¬ 
dinary.  There  are  few  Schools,  however,  who  do  not  report  from 
to  7  chapters.  One  School  reports «that  54  chapters  had  been 
committed  by  14  scholars  ;  16  of  w  hich  were  repeated  by  one 
scholar  alone,  a  boy  but  8  years  old.  Since  the  last  distribution, 
7  tickets  in  one  school,  where  but  150  scholars  regularly  attend^ 
550  chapters,  containing  nearly  17,000  verses,  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  within  a  period  of  about  six  months!  In  another  School,  the 
highest  class  had  committed  80  chapters  in  S  months.  A  School 
consisting  of  80  scholars,  committed  in  the  last  two  months  57 
chapters,  making  about  2000  verses;  another  of  60  scholars  had 
repeated  112  chapters  in  S  months.  In  a  School  w  hich  does  not 
particularly  enumerate,  they  report  that  the  largest  number  of 
chapters  committed  by  one  boy  since  the  distribution  of  tickets, 
was  '45.  The  last  which  we  shall  name,  is  a  School  which  has  al¬ 
ways  been  exemplary  for  its  improvement ;  the  superintendent  re¬ 
ports,  that  one  boy,  who  had  to  work  at  a  trade,  had  notwithstan¬ 
ding,  committed  300  verses  in  orie  tceek  ;  and  in  S  months,  had 
committed  1000  verses.  During  the  last  quarter,  6088  verses  had 
been  committed  by  the  different  boys. 

Your  Committee  also  find  that  meetings  for  prayer  have*. been 
instituted  by  the  superintendents  and  teachers,  to  which  both 
scholars  and  parents  are  invited,  and  at  which  many  of  them  *at-' 
tend.  Much  good  has  been  the  result.  The  effects  of  religious 
instruction  upon  the  scholar,  which  your  Committee  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  ventured  to  say  would  rise  to  the  parent,  is  now  be¬ 
ginning  to  operate.  Many  of  the  children  having  become  deeply, 
thoughtful  about  their  immortal  souls,  have  conveyed  the  senti¬ 
ment  and  the  feeling  to  the  parent.  Some  of  them  have  eviden¬ 
ced  the  conviction  by  repentance  toward  God  and  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Others,  by  a  more  moral  course  of  conduct; 
greater  solicitude  about  their  children,  and  attendance  on  divine 
ordinances.  Thus  has  God  watered  the  seed  sown  by  feeble  in¬ 
struments,  which  is  producing  fruit  to  his  own  glory. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  report,  that  the  effect  on  the 
teachers  in  general,  is  not  less  striking  than  has  been  this  system 
on  parents  and  children.  Morally,  and  intellectually,  they  are  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  new  beings.  It  is  in  the  very  nature  of  benevolent 
exertion  to  refine  and  elevate  the  feelings.  The  constant  exer¬ 
cise  also  of  the  mind  on  such  subjects  calls  forth  its  latent  pow¬ 
ers,  while  it  gives  them  both  expansion  and  employment.  But, 
above  all,  the  weekly  recurring  duty  of  religious  instruction,  is  cat-' 
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Ciliated  to  produce  serious  reflections  in  the  most  careless;  ho\?  much 
more  in  minds  already  prepared  fur  the  best  impressions  {  Your 
Committee  feel  it,  therefore,  an  exhilarating  part  of  their  duty  to 
refer  to  the  quarterly  reports,  in  which  the  blessed  effect  of  your 
system  is  so  often  noticed  ;  and  are  well  assured  that  they  will  be 
joined  by  every  member  of  the  Society  in  offering  up  grateful 
praise  to  that  God  who  has.piade  bis  grace  effectual  to  the  en¬ 
lightening  of  so  many  individuals,  and  bestowing  on  them  the  gifts 
of  his'own  Spirit.  One  church  can  number  more  than  20  teach¬ 
ers  who  have  been  added  to  its  communion ;  and  many  others  re¬ 
ceived  into  their  bosom  living  members  from  the  same  source _ 

What  encouragement,  then,  does  this  give  fur  you  to  proceed  in 
this  your  elevated  course !  You  have  blessed,  and  shall  be  bles¬ 
sed  ! 

The  superintendents  and  teachers  continue  with  the  same  zeal 
and  steadiness  to  fulfil  their  respective  duties.  To  them  the  sup¬ 
port  and  increase  of  the  Sunday  Schools  is  chiefly  indebted  ;  and 
it  is  a  remark  which  your  Committee  wish  ever  to  keep  before  the 
Society,  that  where  the  Schools  decline,  it  is  generally  to  be  tra¬ 
ced  to  the  neglect,  of  the  teachers,  rather  than  to  the  indifference 
of  parents,  or  the  reluctance  of  scholars  ;  and  where  they  are 
found  in  the  most  successful  operation,  there  every  man  is  regu¬ 
larly  found  at  his  post,  discharging  bis  solemn  obligations,  and  pro¬ 
moting  to  the  utmost  in  bis  power  the  dearest  interests  of  those 
children  which  Providence  has  placed  under  his  care. 

Your  Committee  report,  that  since  the  last  Annua]  Meeting  they 
have  ordered  the  following  books,  lessons,  and  tracts,  to  be  printed : 


Alphabets  and  small  Lessons,  «... 
Large  Lessons  in  sheets,  ..... 
SpeHihg  Book,  Part  I.  ..... 

^  Do.  Part  II.  .  -  .  .  - 

•  Class  Papers,  ...... 

Tickets  for  Punctual  Attendance,  Good  Behavior,  and 

committing  the  Scriptures,  '  - 

•  Numerical  Register,  ..... 

Sunday  School  Rewards,  No.  2,  ... 

Raffle’s  Sunday  School  Teacher’s  Monitor,  - 

The  Second  and  Third  Address  of  the  Sunday  School 
Committee  to  Parents,  ..... 

Plan  for  selecting  Scripture  to  be  committed  to  memory 
by  the  Scholars,  ....... 


10,000 

11,000 

7,500 

5,000 

6,000 

30,000 

100 

5,000 

2,000 

10,000 

200 


The  sale  of  books  since  your  last  Annual  Report,  for  the  use  of 
Sunday  Schools  in  this  and  other  States,  has  been  considerable, 
as  will  appear  from  the  Treasurer’s  account. 

Your  Committee  have  purchased  1000  Testaments.  They  al¬ 
so  gratefully  acknowledge  liberal  donations  of  Bibles  and  Prayer 
Books,  from  the  Auxiliary  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book  Soci¬ 
ety  of  New-York;  of  Bibles  from  the  New-York  Bible  Society; 
of  Bibles  and  TcaiameDla  from  the  New-York  Auxiliary  Bible  So* 
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ciety ;  and  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  broken  sheets  of  the 
Bible,  from  the  American  Bible  Society.  These  last  having  been 
bound  up  and  used  in  several  parts,  have  prevented  a  great  expen¬ 
diture  to  the  Society,  and  have  enabled  your  Committee  also  to 
supply  a  number  of  them  to  schools  in  the  country. 

Vour  Committee  have  again  to  return  their  thanks  to  those  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  have  furnished  them  with  school-rooms  without  remu¬ 
neration.  Some  congregations  also  have  shown  a  noble  example 
In  the  erection  of  buildings,  in  which  accommodations  for  the 
Sunday  Schools  attached  to  their  respective  Churches  have  been 
particularly  provided  for.  ‘  This*  example  your  Committee  hope 
will  excite  many  others  to  the  same  good  work.  The  expense  to 
any  one  Church  is  comparatively  small ;  but  the  saving  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  is  great,  and  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  scholars  lasting. 
It  also  reflects  equal  honor,  and  confers  as  lasting  benefit  on  the 
Church  itself.  The  children,  educated  as  it  were  within  its  walls, 
nurtured  by  the  aflfections  of  its  members,  instructed  frequently  by 
its  minister,  and  trained  up  in  its  doctrines  and  its  precepts,  are 
gradually  imbibing  those  principles  which  will  ultimately  lead  them 
to  receive  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ ;  and  thus  in  the  course  of 
lime  to  fill  the  places  of  their  benefactors.  What  a  reward  this  of¬ 
fers  for  their  pious  exertions!  The  children  of  the  dust,  the  neg¬ 
lected,  the  vicious,  and  the  poor,  redeemed  by  their  instrumen¬ 
tality — raised  to  a  seat  among  Gudz’s  people,  are  destined  to  pro¬ 
fess  the  truth,  and  to  support  its  cause,  when  the  authors,  under 
providence,  of  their  happiness,  shall  be  sleeping  with  their  fathers! 

FROM  THB  CHRISTIAN  HIR4LD. 

The  account  published  in  the  last  Number  of  the  Christian  Her¬ 
ald,  of  the  state  .of  the  Indian  Congregation  at  New-Fairfie.ld,  in 
Upper  Canada,  as  given  by  the  Rev.  Christian  Dencke,  Missiona¬ 
ry  of  the  United  Brethren,  stationed  at  that  place,  is  truly  ioter- 
esting.  It  shows  that  the  chief  object  of  his  abode  among  them, 
as  a  Christian  teacher,  is  answered.  After  the  example  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  he  preaches  Jesus  Christ  and  him  Crucified,”  | 
Cor.  ii.  3 ;  and  this  gospel  comes  now  unto  them  gtntrally^  it  ap¬ 
pears,  as  it  did  to  the  ancient  Thessalonian  church,  **  not  in  word 
only,  but  also  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much  as¬ 
surance,”  1  Thtss.  i.  5.  This  u  ill  surely  not  be  wondered  at  by 
any  one  who  considers,  that  when  Paul  was  called  to  preach  the 
gospel  among  the  heatheu,  he  received  the  following  remarkable 
commission  from  Jesus  Christ,  promising  the  very  success  that 
should  attend  his  labors  :  I  send  thee  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  their 
eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  pow¬ 
er  of  Satan  unto  God,  that  they  may  receive  forgiveness  of  sins, 
and  inheritance  among  them  w  hich  are  sanctified  by  f«itb  that  is  in 
me,”  AcU  xxvi.  I  8  : — that  he  afterwards  attests  ;  “my  speech  and 
my  preaching  was  not  with  enticing  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but 
in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  power ;  that  your  faith 
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should  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power  of  God, 
1  Cor,  ii.  4,  5  : — that  he  asserts  generally  “  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation^  to  every  one  that  beltevelh,'^*  Rom: 
i,  16:  that  our  Lord,  with  particular,  reference  to  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel  in  the  manner  he  has  directed  it  to  be  preached,  Matt 
xxviii.  19,  20,  has  given  to  all  his  servants  the  promise,  **Lo,  I  am 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  pf  the  world,”  Matt,  xxviii.  20: 
and  that  he  had  previously  declared,'  through  the  prophet  Isaiah, 

my  word  shall  not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  shall  accomplish 
that  which  1  please,  and  it  shall  prosper  in  the  thing  w  hereto  1  send 
it,”  Isaiah^  Iv,  11, 

The  number  of  Indians  residing  at  New-Fairfield,  who  are  Mr, 
Dencke’s  daily  hearers,  and  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
by  which  they  are  constituted  a  Christian  community,  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  one  hundred  and  eighty.  Besides  these,  there  are  many  other 
Indians  who  have  been,  and  still  are,  at  times,  instructed  by  the 
Missionaries  there,  but  who  generally  reside  elsewhere. 

The  Indians  of  that  town  are  nearly  all  of  the  Delaware  and 
Monsy  tribes,  Mr.  Dencke  has,  with  the  greatest  diligence,  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  learning  of  their  language,  the  knowledge  of 
which  he  has  acquired  grammatically  and  critically.  After  his  first 
year’s  abode  among  them  he  could  express  himself  with  much  flu¬ 
ency  in  it,  on  all  ordinary  subjects.  But  for  many  years  past,  they 
have  considered  him  a  perfect  master  of  their  whole  speech,  and 
have  willingly  listened  to  his  sermons  to  them,  which  were  always 
delivered  without  the  intervention  of  an  inteqireter.  It  w  ill  natur¬ 
ally  be  supposed,  that  the  facility  and  correctness  with  which  he  is 
now  able  to  address  them  tends  much,  under  God,  to  endear  him 
to  them,'  and  make  his  labors  useful.  He  is  now'  about  forty-three 
years  of  age.  Mrs,  Dencke^  who  has  lived  about  fourteen  years 
among  the  Indians,  speaks  their  language  as  readily  as  her  husband, 
and  is  very  useful  among  her  sex,  particularly  by  the  instruction 
which  she  gives  in  the  Indian  school. 

Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Dencke  have,  from  apostolic  principles  merely, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  (2  Cor.  v.  IS,  15,)  endured  many 
hardships  and  privations  among  their  flock,  particularly  during  the 
late  war,  when  their  town  was  burnt,  and  all  their  property  was 
destroyed,  or  taken  from  them.  They  then  also  lost  neaily  all  they 
had  among  the  Indians,  except  the  clothing  w  hich  they  wore  at  the 
time.  But  they  at  no  time  forsook  their  congregation ;  they 
assiduously  continued  their  instructions  to  them  at  their  encamp¬ 
ing  places  in  the  forests ;  and  availed  themselves  of  all  the  means 
in  their  power,  through  their  influence  with  benevolent  Societies, 
to  mitigate  their  sufferings,  and  to  promote  their  temporal  as  well 
as  spiritual  comfort.  It  will  easily  be  believed,  that  the  faithful¬ 
ness,  and  affectionate  attention  to  the  w  elfare  of  their  congrega¬ 
tion,  which  they  were  then,  in  the  way  of  God’s  mysterious  provi- 
dence,  particularly  called  upon  to  exercise,  was  calculated  to  im¬ 
press  even  the  most  savage  hearts  with  respect  for  them  persooall}^ 
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H&  well  as  for  the  gospel  which  they  preached  to  them.  It  appears, 
from  a  series  of  letters  since  received  from  Mr.  Dencke,  that  these 
severe  trials  were  preparatory  to  that  general  effusion  of  the  Spirit 
upon  his  congregation,  which  they  now  so  happily  experience.  Oh 
how  favored  is  such  a  Christian  church,  collected  from  among  sav¬ 
ages  !  How  must  the  hearts  of  pious  Missionaries  rejoice,  wlro 
“as  laborers  together  with  God,”  after  many  and  severe  trials, are 
privileged,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dencke  now  are,  to  be  witnesses  of 
such  distinguished  grace  and  mercy,  bestowed  upon  those  who 
have  been  so  long  the  objects  of  their  tender  parental  care  ! 

A  particular  providence  of  God  ought  also  to  be  noticed,  in  the 
circumstance  of  j»ur  receiving  this  truly  pleasing  account  from  a 
portion  of  the  Delaware  tribes  just  at  the  present  time,  when  the 
Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society  are  about  sending  to  that 
nation  of  red  brethren  parts  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  translated  into 
their  native  language.  It  furnishes  a  very  pertinent  and  liappy  an¬ 
swer  to  the  questions  tvhirhhave  been  raised  by  some  persons  among 
us:  Wnere  are  the  Indians  for  whom  it  is  worth  the  while  going 
to  the  expense  of  translating  the  Bible  int(»  their  barbarous  dialects  ? 
Who  will  be  able,  or  desir(»us,  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  the  tongue 
of  the.  Delawares.^  Delawares!  Yes,  God  be  praised,  there  are 
such  Indians.  Behold  the  Indian  settlement  at  New  Fairfield,  coun¬ 
ty  of  Kent,  Upper  Canada.  They  have  been  prepared,  by  pre- 
vi<Mis  instruction,  to  read  and  understand  the  Scriptures  in  their 
own  langfinge  ;  and  Mr.  Dencke.,  their  Missionary  for  eighteen  years 
past,  assures  us  they  will  receive  the  gift  of  any  part  of  the  word  of 
Gnd^  printed  in  their  own  tongue^  with  the  warmest  gratitude  ;  and 
will  make  diligent  use  of  it.  Besides  these,  many  other  Indians  who 
h.ive  been  taught  by  the  Missionaries  of  the  United  Brethren, 
would,  it  is  known,  thankfully  partake  of  this  benefit.;  a  part  of 
w  hom  reside,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Luckenbach,  at 
Goshen,  Tuscaraw’a  county,  Ohio.  Ought  we  not  also  to  indulge 
the  hope,  that,  as  Societies  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  among 
the  heathen  are  increasing  among  other  denominations,  both  in 
number,  in  means,  and  in  the  energy  which  they  disphi}^ — who 
have  sent  Missionaries  too  among  the  aborigines  of  this  country, 
whose  labors  are  blcssed-7-there  is  ground  to  expect,  that  similar 
endeavors  of  the  Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  agreea¬ 
bly  to  their  constitution,  in  behalf  of  the  Indian  tribes,  will  l»e  more 
and  more  called  fi»r  ?  But  the  views  of  the  Managers  on  this  head 
are  fully  explained  in  their  ow’n  second  annual  report,  which  is 
now  before  the  public. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add  here,  that  the  history  of  the  Mission 
of  the  United  Brethren  among  the  Indians  in  North  America,  in 
three  parts,  by  Geo.  H.  Loskiel,  translated  from  the  German  by 
Chr.  Jgn.  Latrobe is  to  be  had  at  No.  104  Fulton-street. 
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Statement  by  Mr.  Frederick  Lea,  at  read  by  the  Corresponding  StCr 

retary  before  the  Religious  Historical  Society  at  their  apmiversar^ 

in  May  last, — Translation,  —  • 

1  FEEL  it  iDCutnbent  on  me  to  make  the  public  acquainted  with 
the  principles  which  hav^  governed  my  conduct  in  this  capital 
since  the  year  181 and  this  object  will  be  sufficiently  obtained 
by  the  following  summary  statement. 

In  February  1811,  I  left  Vienna  for  London.  Such  w*as  the  po¬ 
litical  state  of  Uie  continent,  that  no  port  was  open  at  which  I  could 
embark,  except  Gottenburgh  in  Sweden  ;  but  my  health  deterred 
roe  from  so  difficult  a  journey  at  so  rigorous  a  scasoo. ' 

1  had  learned  that  several  gentlemen,  and  particularly  Austrians, 
had  been  suffered  to  proceed  by  way  of  Paris  to  London,  and  that 
they  had  obtained  without  difficulty  the  necessary  papers.  This 
appeared  to  be  the  better  place,  and  I  accordingly  adopted  it 

On  ray  arrival  at  Paris,  I  presented  my  letters  to  his  Excellency 
Prince  Swartzenburgh,  who  soon  after  had  the  goodness  to  assure 
me  that  the  French  Minister  of  Police  and  of  Foreign  Relations 
were  using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  furnish  me  with  the  necessary 
papers  without  delay. 

1  consequently  had  myself  in  readiness  to  depart ;  but  by  one 
of  those  events  to  which  men  are  always  disposed  to  attach  the 
idea  of  fatality,  instead  of  attributing  them  to  the  will  of  Divine 
Providence,  I  was  unable  to  procure  my  passport,  and  remained  in 
Parts  ignorant  of  the  motives  of  my  detention,  and  uncertain  what 
course  to  pursue. 

Thus  situated,  I  employed  myself  in  distributing  the  Sacred 
Scriptures,  which  I  sent  for  abroad,  and  of  which  I  gave  away 
among  the  indigent  500  copies  in  the  French  language,  and  200  in 
the  German. 

The  eagerness  with  which  the  Holy  Book  was  received,  and  the 
impossibility  which  thousands  of  people  experienced  of  procuring 
a  treasure  which  all  mankind  ought  anxiously  to  desire,  appeared 
to  indicate  to  me  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  my  residence  in 
Paris.  I  began  then  to  think  seriously  of  the  best  means  of  sup* 
plying  the  wants  particularly  of  the  poorer  classes.  The  idea  sug* 
gested  itself  of  printing  a  stereotype  edition  of  Osterwald's  New 
Testament,  which  was  out  of  print  in  France,  and  of  covering  the 
expense  by  voluntary  donations. 

With  this  view,  I  published  (1st  of  May  1812)  in  French  and 
German  an  advertisement,  which  I  diffused  into  the  remotest  coun¬ 
tries,  and  which  has  procured  me  donations  from  every  quarter  of^ 
the  world,  even  from  Cairo  io  Egypt,  from  New-York  in  America; 
and  lately  from  Rio  Janeiro. 

The  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  crown  my  exertions  with  success. 
On  the  20tb  of  June,  1813, 1  bad  the  satisfaction  of  laying  on  the 
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altar  of  the  LutheraO  church  the  first  eopy  of  my  cdhion.  On  the 
same  day,  I  formally  transferred  the  fir^  of  my  labors  to  the  two 
Protestant  consistories  of  Paris,  to  be  conducted  by  them  in  fu^ 
ture  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and  of  mankind.* 

The  first  of  August,  1814,  1  made  pobHc  the  amount  of  my  re¬ 
ceipts  and  expenditures,  that  all  doubt  might  be  precluded  con¬ 
cerning  the  employment  of  the  sums  of  which  1  had  been  the  de¬ 
pository. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of^  the  edition  of  Osterwald’s  Testa¬ 
ment,  several  members  of  the  Catholic  chtircb  observed  to  me, 
that  I  should  also  have  printed  an  edition  after  the  Vulgate.  Aftef 
having  exposed  to  them  the  difliiculties  which  would  have  embar¬ 
rassed  the  execution  of  the  two  enterprises  at  the  Same  time,  I  told 
them  I  would  willingly  bestow  my  time  and  labor  upon  this  new  un¬ 
dertaking,  provided  its  success  could  be  ensured  by  suflUcient  dona¬ 
tions. 

On  the  IStb  of  Sept.  1813,  I  decided  upon  the  attempt,  and 
advertised  an  intended  edition  of  the  New  Testament  according  to 
the  translation  of  Lie  Maistre  de  Sacy. 

Political  circumstances,  which  prevented  my  advancing  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  I  could  desire,  left  me  leisure  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
1814,  to  make  a  journey  to  England  for  the  arrangement  of  my 
personal  affairs.  Nothing  however  was  neglected  that  could  ren¬ 
der  my  absence  useful  to  the  work :  and  a  great  number  of  pious 
and  charitable  persons  encouraged  me  by  pecuniary  aid. 

The  stereotype  edition  of  the  New  Testament  after  the  transla¬ 
tion  of  Le  Maistre  de  Sacy  has  been  in  circulation  since  tbe  I3th 
Sept.  1816;  and  of  15,000  copies  that  have  been  struck  off,  not 
more  than  4000  at  most  are  on  hand,  nearly  5000  have  been' gratu¬ 
itously  distributed,  and  the  rest  have  been  delivered  to  subscribers, 
or  sold  at  moderate  prices.  Thus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  procure  two  valuable  institutions  to  France.  Tbe 
first,  as  I  have  already  observed,  has  been  permanently  confided  to 
the  direction  of  the  Protestant  consistories  of  Paris  ;  1  have  my-* 
self  retained  the  superintendence  of  the  second.  My  edition  af¬ 
ter  the  excellent  translation  of  Le  Maistre  de  Sacy  has  been  criti¬ 
cally  examined  by  several  prelates,  equally  distinguished  by  their 
talents  and  their  virtues,  who  have  declared  themselves  satisfied 
with  its  exactness. 

The  French  should  congratulate  themselves  od  the  possession  of 
these  establishments,  on  which  one  of  their  first  artists,  Mr.  Firroin 
Didot,  has  bestowed' great  pains.  I  feel  assured  that  they  will  do 
all  in  their  powrer  to  render  them  useful,  convinced  that  Christian¬ 
ity  alone  can  maintain  and  advance  the  blessings  of  civilization. 

The  morality  of  the  New  Testament  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Is  suited  to  all  ages,  to  all  conditions,  and' toT  all  seasons:  it  em¬ 
braces  the  thoughts  as'welfaS  the  actions  of  men,  and  directs  them 
towards  their  true  happiness.  The  New  Testannient  then  is*  the 
Book,  above  all  others,  which  we  should  labor  to  multiply. 

The  biblical  institution  no  longer  requires  painful  sacrifices;  The' 
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stereotype  plates  are  complete,  and  they  will  furnish  SOfi,O0G 
copies  of  the  New  Testament,  which  may  be  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  of  the  indigent  youth  that  fre* 
quent  the  schools.  *  • 

If  in  a  population  of  twenty  nine  million,  twenty  thousand  be¬ 
nevolent  Frenchmen  can  be.  found,  who  will  annually  contribute  the 
moderate  sum  of  12  cents,  the  existence  of  this  institution  will 
be  ensured.  Oic:  . 

I  shall  publish  from  time  to  time  an  account  of  my  receipts  and 
expenditures.  A  subscription  list  is  constantly  open,  and  every  do¬ 
nation  will  be  gratefully  received.  ’ 

FREDERICK  LEO. 

Paris f  Januarxj  14,  1818. 

Siat)t  Trade  in  France. — March  12.  Minister  of  Marine  present¬ 
ed  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  the  following  project  of  a  law,  in. 
the  name  of  his  Majesty: — “Every  part  whatever  which  shall  be 
taken  by  French  subjects  or  ships,  in  whatever  places,  under  what 
pretext  or  condition  soever,  and  by  foreign  individuals, in  countries 
submitted  to  the  dominion  of  France,  in  the  traffic  known  under 
the  name  of  the  Trade  of  Blacks,  shall  be  punished  by  the  confis-* 
cation  of  the  ship,  and  of  the  cargo,  and  by  the  interdiction  of.the 
captain,  if  he  bo  French.'* 

Schools  in  Spain. — On  the  9th  of  January  last,  a  school  on  the 
system  of  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society,  was  opened  in 
the  city,  of  Madrid,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Duke  del  Infanta- 
do,  and  several  other  nobles  of  high  distinction  !  The  lessons  of 
Scripture  used  by  the  Society  were  translated  into  Spanish,  and 
progress  was  made  towards  translating  the  lessons  in  Spelling  and 
Arithmetic. — A  gentleman  of  the  military  profession  having  en¬ 
gaged  to  teach  the  system,  has  been  duly  initiated  into  its  practice, 
and  devotes  his  ardent  endeavors  to  this  important  work. 

Sunday  Schools  succeed  very  well  in  Richmond,  Ontario  coun¬ 
ty  ;  Four  are  established  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbyterian 
Society  ;  and  nearly  one  hundred  scholars  usually  attend. 

-  — —  I - 
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